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TWO NEW FILMS ON JULY 26 TO SHOW REAL STORY BEHIND RAIDS AND DEPORTATIONS OF GUATEMALANS IN MIDWEST

            Two new films to be shown on Saturday, July 26, will show the real story and underlying causes behind the increased immigration of Guatemalans and other Central Americans to the Midwest and Madison. 

 Until the May 12 raid of more than 390 immigrants working at a meatpacking plant in Postville, IA—-the largest immigration raid in U.S. history—most Americans ignored the increased number of Guatemalans living in the U.S., assuming all the immigrants were from Mexico. But the majority of the 390 immigrants in the Postville raid were from Guatemala.

            The Madison Premiere of the two outstanding documentaries, "The Voice of a Mountain" and "Documigrante", are sponsored by the Madison-Guatemala Network and will begin at 7 p.m. Saturday, July 26, at the Escape Java Joint, 916 Williamson St., in Madison.  

            A small donation will be requested to help support children's education in Santa Anita, Guatemala, where "Voice of a Mountain" was filmed, as well as helping Guatemalan families in Postville, Iowa, who were affected by the immigration raids there on May 12.  Postville is about two and one-half hours southwest of Madison.

            The extreme post-war poverty and renewed violence in Guatemala are sending many more Guatemalans across the border into the U.S. for the survival of their families, according to Mario García, a member of the Madison-Guatemala Network.  

  "The films help Americans understand how United States cold war policies and now economic free trade policies such as CAFTA are pushing millions of Guatemalans and other Latin Americans from their homes to the United States looking for a way to provide for their families" Garcia said.

             Both films explore the realities and reasons for Guatemalan immigration and the role of fair trade to help communities support themselves and continue to survive.  

            "Documigrante," a 15-minute short film by former Madisonian Willy Barreno, shows the long journey of immigrants from Guatemala to the U.S.  "The Voice of a Mountain," which is 54 minutes in length, is a documentary of the lives of rural Guatemalan coffee farmers who took up arms against their government in a civil war that lasted 36 years.  

             The film explores Guatemala's dark history from the perspective of those who saw armed revolution as their only hope for change in a nation suppressed by years of poverty, dictatorship and the massive genocide of indigenous people by the Guatemalan government following the CIA coup of a democratically elected government, which led to massive immigration to Mexico and the U.S. in the 1980s.

             In addition to the Madison-Guatemala Network, the event is being presented by Just Coffee Cooperative, WORT Radio, Community Action on Latin America (CALA) and Terra Experience.  Fair trade coffee from Santa Anita and other fair trade items from Guatemala will be available at the event.
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 More info: 

    http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/local/chi-guatemalan11jul11,0,6992920.story  
    http://voiceofamountain.com
    http://documigrante.wordpress.com 
    http://justcoffee.coop 

